Wavelets from Waterloo
a fearful spectacle, the open eyes staring out upon the world
of horror around.*
Fortunate, indeed, were the dead whose bodies lay in
masses all over the battlefield, but alas, so many were still
alive and from the tortured relics of humanity groans still
issued.
Terrible, too, were the sufferings of the horses, innocent
creatures,
mild, patient, enduring. Some lay on the ground with their entrails
hanging out and yet lived. One poor animal had lost . . . both his
hind legs, and there he sat the long night through on his tail, looking
about as if in expectation of coming aid, sending forth from time to
time long and protracted melancholy neighing.1
Another piteous creature had only half a head, the rest
being blown away below the eyes, yet he, too, lived, " and
seemed", says an officer, " fully conscious of all around,
whilst his full clear eye seemed to implore us not to chase
him from his companions".2
During the ride back to Waterloo, Wellington and Blucher
met; " Mein lieber Kamerad", exclaimed the gallant old
warrior, embracing his younger confrere heartily upon both
cheeks; and then words failing him he added, " quelle
affaire ", " which ", observed the Duke, " was pretty much
all he knew of French".3 A few minutes5 conversation
ensued in which Blucher undertook to continue the pursuit,
1 Marcer, p. 183.          2 Ibid., p. 166.           3 Stanhope, p. 246.
* So terrible was the appearance of this mutilated corpse that early
on the following morning a sergeant of artillery came to Captain Mercer
with a request to bury Driver Crammond. " And why particularly
* Driver Crammond' ? " asked Mercer. " Because he looks frightful,
sir; many of us have not had a wink of sleep for him " (Mercer, Water-
loo, p. 183).
". . . Scenes . . . which, if looked at ere hostilities begin, would
go a great way towards curing statesmen of their indifference to human
suffering, and suggest some other and more Christian means than battle
for settling the quarrels of Nations " (Gleig, The Battle of Waterloo,
P- 3V).
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